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Message From 
Our Chairman
D e a r  s p o n s o r s , 
s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  f r i e n d s ,

I  s p e a k  fo r  a l l  t h e  T r u ste e s  to 
s a y  we  a re  s o  p ro u d  to  b r i n g 
yo u  t h i s , t h e  f i r st  a n n u a l  re p o r t 
of  t h e  I GS  Fo u n d a t i o n . 

I  re m e m b e r  wa y  b a c k  i n  2 0 1 4 
a t  t h e  I GS  C o u n c i l  m e et i n g  i n 
B e r l i n , G e r m a n y, w h e n  I  f i r st 
p ro p o s e d  t h e  c re a t i o n  of  a 
fo u n d a t i o n  to  s u p p o r t  t h e 
i n i t i a t i ve s  of  t h e  I GS . T h a n ks  to 
t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  h a r d 
wo r k  of  I GS  m e m b e r s  D r. J o r g e 
Zo r n b e rg , I a n  F ra s e r, B oyd 
Ra m s ey  a n d  ot h e r  m e m b e r s 
of  t h e  I GS  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  I GS 
Fo u n d a t i o n  wa s  f i n a l l y  c re a te d 
o n  J u n e  1 9, 2 0 1 9, a s  a  c h a r i t a b l e 
c o r p o ra t i o n .

T h e  st a g e  wa s  s et  –  f i n a l l y 
we  c o u l d  st a r t  d eve l o p i n g 
i n i t i a t i ve s  to  w i d e n  t h e 
e d u c a t i o n , u n d e r st a n d i n g 
a n d  u s e  of  g e o sy n t h et i c s 
wo r l d w i d e .

T h e n  l e s s  t h a n  a  ye a r  l a te r, 
t h e  C ov i d -1 9  p a n d e m i c  h i t . 
H oweve r, l i ke  t h e  g e o sy n t h et i c s 
i n d u st r y  wo r l d w i d e  we  fa c e d 
t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h  o pt i m i s m 
a n d  re s i l i e n c e , p ro g re s s i n g  o u r 
p l a n n i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i n 
2 0 2 0  w i t h  s i x  v i r t u a l  m e et i n g s . 

O u r  h i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e d :

• 	 Re c r u i t i n g  o u r  f i r st  1 6 
fo u n d i n g  m e m b e r s  w h o 
to g et h e r  d o n a te d  m o re  t h a n 
$ 1 0 0,0 0 0

• 	 E st a b l i s h i n g  a  re c o g n i t i o n 
p ro g ra m  to  re c o g n i ze  t h e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  o u r  d o n o r s

• 	 L a u n c h i n g  o u r  n ew  we b s i te 
w w w. t h e i g s fo u n d a t i o n .c o m

• 	 G ra n t i n g  o u r  f i r st  f u n d i n g 
s u p p o r t , a d m i n i ste re d 
by  I GS  B ra z i l ,  fo r  1 9 
st u d e n t s  to  a t te n d  t h e 
v i r t u a l  G e oA m e r i c a s  2 02 0 
c o n fe re n c e

O u r  a n n u a l  re p o r t  s h a re s  m o re 
a b o u t  o u r  a c h i eve m e n t s  s o 
fa r, h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  g e n e ro u s 
s p o n s o r s  t h a t  h a ve  h e l p e d  u s 
b e g i n  o u r  exc i t i n g  j o u r n ey, 
a n d  d et a i l s  o u r  p l a n s  fo r  t h e 
ye a r  a h e a d . I n  fa c t  i n  2 02 1  we 
a i m  to  ra i s e  a  f u r t h e r  $ 5 0 0,0 0 0 
to  s u p e rc h a r g e  o u r  e d u c a t i o n 
ef fo r t s  i n  t h e  g re a te r  a n d  b et te r 
u s e  of  g e o sy n t h et i c s  i n  a l l 
a p p l i c a t i o n s .

T h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  n ow  m o re 
t h a n  eve r, a s  g e o sy n t h et i c s 
te c h n o l o g y  i s  a  key  p l a ye r 
i n  s u st a i n a b l e  d eve l o p m e n t , 
t h e  re d u c t i o n  of  c a r b o n 
fo ot p r i n t  a n d  g re e n h o u s e 
g a s e s , a n d  m a k i n g  a  p o s i t i ve 
e n v i ro n m e n t a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
i m p a c t  to  m a ke  t h e  wo r l d  a 
b et te r  p l a c e  fo r  eve r yo n e .

I  h o p e  yo u  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to 
s u p p o r t  o u r  g o a l s  i n  t h e  ye a r 
a h e a d  fo r  g e o sy n t h et i c s , fo r 
e d u c a t i o n , a n d  fo r  s o c i et y  i n 
g e n e ra l .

J a c q u e s  C ô t é 
C h a i r m a n

We know 2020 
has been a 
challenging year 
but we enter 
2021 with hope, 
resilience and 
vigor to build on 
our exciting start. 

http://www.theigsfoundation.com
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Our Year In Numbers
T h e  l a s t  ye a r  h a s  b e e n  ex t ra o r d i n a r y  f o r  s o  m a n y  r e a s o n s , b u t  we  h a ve 
b e e n  i n s p i r e d  by  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  o u r  F o u n d i n g  D o n o r s  i n  s u c h 
c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e s . W i t h i n  a  ye a r  o f  o f f i c i a l  f o r m a t i o n , we  s e c u r e d  m o r e 
t h a n  $ 1 0 0,0 0 0  o f  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r y  p l a ye r s  i n c l u d i n g 
g e o sy n t h e t i c s  p i o n e e r  J. P. G i r o u d  a n d  i n d u s t r y  g i a n t  S o l m ax .

I  a m  p l e a s e d  to  re p o r t  t ax 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  fo r  2 0 2 0  w i l l  b e 
p re p a re d  a n d  d i st r i b u te d  i n 
t h e  f i r st  q u a r te r  of  2 0 2 1 . T h e  I GS 
Fo u n d a t i o n  i s  n ow  l i ste d  o n  t h e 
U S A  I n te r n a l  Reve n u e  we b s i te 
of  C h a r i t a b l e  O rg a n i z a t i o n s .  

I  wo u l d  l i ke  to  t h a n k  o u r 
c o n t r i b u to r s  fo r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t , 
a n d  t h e  b o a rd  of  t r u ste e 
m e m b e r s  w h o  g i ve  t h e i r  t i m e 
w i t h o u t  a n y  c o m p e n s a t i o n 
ot h e r  t h a n  p e r s o n a l  s a t i s fa c t i o n .  
T h e i r  ef fo r t s  to g et h e r  w i t h  o u r 
d o n o r s’ c o n t r i b u t i o n s  e n s u re  a l l 
m o n ey  ra i s e d  i s  i n ve ste d  i n  t h e 
a m b i t i o u s  p ro g ra m s  of  t h e  I GS 
Fo u n d a t i o n .

B oyd  Ra m s ey 
Secretar y/Treasurer

Pending  
donations: 
2

Accounting  
and banking  
expenses: 
$912.50

Operational  
expenses  
(promotional items,  
website creation): 

$6,500.20

Disbursements: 
$2,090

2020  
total income: 
$91,279.33

I would like 
to thank our 
contributors for 
their support
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Our Aims
O u r  i n d u s t r y  i s  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  s u c c e s s  s t o r y  a n d  s e t  f o r  p h e n o m e n a l 
g r ow t h . T h e  g e o sy n t h e t i c s  m a r ke t  wa s  va l u e d  a t  $ 1 5 b i l l i o n 1 a l o n e  i n 
2 02 0, a n d  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  wo r t h  $ 2 2 b i l l i o n  by  2 02 7 2.

R i s i n g  d e m a n d  i n  c o n st r u c t i o n 
a n d  i n f ra st r u c t u re  p ro j e c t s 
a s  we l l  a s  e n v i ro n m e n t a l 
p rote c t i o n  n e e d s  h a ve 
c o n t r i b u te d  to  i n c re a s e d 
i n te re st . G row i n g  re c o g n i t i o n 
of  t h e  p o s i t i ve  i m p a c t  of 
g e o sy n t h et i c s  o n  s u st a i n a b l e 
d eve l o p m e n t  i s  a l s o  h u g e l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h e refo re 
to  e n s u re  g e o sy n t h et i c s’ 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  c a p a b i l i t i e s 
a re  c l e a r l y  u n d e r sto o d , 
m a te r i a l s  a re  b e i n g  u s e d  i n  t h e 
b e st  wa y, a n d  yo u n g  e n g i n e e r s 
u n d e r st a n d  t h e  f u l l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s , 
p ote n t i a l  a n d  p owe r  of 
g e o sy n t h et i c s .

D o i n g  t h i s  n e e d s  s u p p o r t  a n d 
f u n d i n g , a n d  t h a t ’s  w h e re  t h e 
I GS  Fo u n d a t i o n  c o m e s  i n . We 
wa n t  to :

• 	 A d d  i m p a c t  to  I GS  i n i t i a t i ve s 
t h ro u g h  e d u c a t i o n , 
s t u d e n t  s u p p o r t , m a r ke t 
ex p a n s i o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  a n d 
d eve l o p m e n t  v i a …

• 	 B e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d i n g  to 
b e t t e r  k n ow l e d g e  l e a d i n g 
to  a  b e t t e r  wo r l d

O U R  M I S S I O N :  
To support educational initiatives able to provide an understanding, and 
promote the appropriate use, of geosynthetic technology throughout the  
world for the benefit of humanity

1 . h t t p s : //w w w. p r n ew sw i re .c o m /n ew s - re l e a s e s /g l o b a l - g e o sy n t h et i c s - m a r ket - re p o r t -2 02 0 -2 02 6 - a n a l y s i s - of - t h e -1 5 - b i l l i o n - i n d u st r y - w i t h - c o m p a n y - p rof i l e s - of -
5 0 - c o m p a n i e s - - i n d u st r y - g u i d e - c o n t a i n i n g -3 6 0 - c o n t a c t - d et a i l s -3 0 1 1 5 3 1 3 4 . h t m l

2 . h t t p s : //w w w. g l o b e n ew sw i re .c o m /n ew s - re l e a s e/2 02 1 /0 1 /1 8 /2 1 6 0 1 9 7/0/e n /G e o sy n t h et i c s - M a r ket -To - B e -Wo r t h - U S D -2 2-1 1 - B i l l i o n - B y -2 02 7- H i g h - D e m a n d - f ro m -
E u ro p e - a n d - N o r t h -A m e r i c a - w i l l - D r i ve - t h e - I n d u st r y - G row t h - s a y s - Re p o r t s - a n d - D a t a . h t m l

S o u r c e s

G e o sy n t h e t i c 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s

Re g u l a t o r s

Raw Materials 
Suppliers/Equipment 

manufacturers

O u r  S o c i e t y  i n 
G e n e ra l

A c a d e m i c s

E n g i n e e r s

C o n t ra c t o r s / 
I n s t a l l e r s

E n d  u s e r s
B e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  

B e t t e r  k n ow l e d g e  
B e t t e r  wo r l d

If you share our aims, please consider giving 
back  to the industry in the most impactful way 
you can, by donating to the IGS Foundation.

T h e  I GS  Fo u n d a t i o n  i s  ke e n 
to  i n vo l ve  eve r yo n e  i n  i t s 
a m b i t i o u s  p l a n s

We  h a ve  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n s  to 
a t t ra c t  b a c k i n g  f ro m  va r i o u s 
s o u rc e s  i n c l u d i n g  re g u l a to r s , 
e n d - u s e r s  a n d  w i d e r  s o c i et y 
b u t  we  a re  b e g i n n i n g 
o u r  j o u r n ey  w i t h  yo u , t h e 
d e d i c a te d  m e m b e r s  of  o u r 
i n d u st r y.

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/global-geosynthetics-market-report-2020-2026-analysis-of-the-15-billion-industry-with-company-profiles-of-50-companies--industry-guide-containing-360-contact-details-301153134.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/global-geosynthetics-market-report-2020-2026-analysis-of-the-15-billion-industry-with-company-profiles-of-50-companies--industry-guide-containing-360-contact-details-301153134.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/01/18/2160197/0/en/Geosynthetics-Market-To-Be-Worth-USD-22-11-Billion-By-2027-High-Demand-from-Europe-and-North-America-will-Drive-the-Industry-Growth-says-Reports-and-Data.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/01/18/2160197/0/en/Geosynthetics-Market-To-Be-Worth-USD-22-11-Billion-By-2027-High-Demand-from-Europe-and-North-America-will-Drive-the-Industry-Growth-says-Reports-and-Data.html


Our Journey So Far
2014 

Jacques Côté proposes the 
creation of a foundation to 

support the IGS at IGS Council 
meeting in Berlin, Germany.

2017  
IGS Task Force appointed at IGS 
Council meeting in Morocco to further 
develop the idea. Members are 
Jacques Côté, Boyd Ramsey, Ian Fraser.2019  

Task Force expands to include 
Dr. Jorge Zornberg and Dr. Fumio 

Tatsuoka. These five individuals 
become the first Board of Trustees.

June 19, 2019  
IGS Foundation formally 
established as a tax-exempt 
charitable corporation.

August 2, 2019  
First post-incorporation formative 

Board of Trustees meeting.
September 8, 2019  
First full Board of Trustees meeting.

December 2020 
Launch of the IGS  
Foundation website.

October 2020  
IGS Foundation officially launches with an 

introduction video played at IGS Brazil’s virtual 
GeoAmericas 2020 conference. 

 
Makes its first grant funding for 19 students to 

attend the virtual GeoAmericas 2020 conference.
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https://theigsfoundation.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLhVTlyjc_c&feature=emb_title
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Meet Our Founding Donors
The generosity of our 16 Founding Donors has allowed us to hit the ground running. We 
welcome any donation but we also offer exclusive benefits depending on level of contribution.

A f te r  p l e d g i n g  a t  t h e  H a l l  of  Fa m e 
l eve l , g e o sy n t h et i c s  p i o n e e r  J. P. 
G i ro u d  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  f i r st  H a l l 
of  Fa m e  d o n o r  w h i l e  S o l m ax’s 
m o re  t h a n  $ 2 5,0 0 0  g i f t  h a s 
e a r n e d  i t  P l a t i n u m  st a t u s . H e re’s 
w h y  t h ey  wa n te d  to  g i ve . . .

During my 50-year career in 
the geosynthetics discipline, I 
received so much, from so many, 
that today, I am happy to have 
the opportunity to give back 
to the geosynthetics industry 
and community as it moves 
forward into the next phase of 
development.

J. P. G i r o u d

Fo u n d i n g 
D o n o r s  - 
H a l l  o f  Fa m e 
-  J. P. G i r o u d

A s k  u s  a b o u t  o u r  s p o n s o r s h i p  p a c ka g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s , o r  r e a d  h e r e  f o r  m o r e  d e ta i l s . 

J e a n - L o u i s  Va n g e l u we 
P re s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  S o l m ax

I think the most important 
factor is education; we have 
to educate engineers so they 
can optimize and create better 
solutions. This will trigger more 
demand, which will turn into 
more innovation.

An investment in the IGS 
Foundation is an investment 
in defining the successful use 
of geosynthetics as state-of-
the-practice.

P l a t i n u m G o l d

S i l ve r

B r o n ze

Jean-Louis Vangeluwe  
Solmax

Michael Flynn 
FLI Global

Clifford Gundle 
Clifford Gundle 
Philanthropic Trust

Perry Vyas 
SKAPS

Ampacet Anonymous donor

Dave McLaury 
Demtech Services

Sam Allen 
TRI Environmental

François Thivierge 
FC Géosynthétiques

Simon Hwang 
Formosa Plastics USA

John Lefas 
Ingenia Polymers

Tom Rose 
Layfield Group

J.P. Giroud

Yvon Faucher 
FR Liners 

Mark Topp 
COMANCO

Mikio Kubo 
Eternal Preserve S a m  A l l e n 

T R I  E n v i ro n m e n t a l

https://theigsfoundation.com/igs-foundation-celebrates-inaugural-donations/
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Case Study: GeoAmericas 
2020 Scholarships
I n  2 02 0  we  a wa r d e d  o u r  f i r s t  eve r  g ra n t s 
t o  1 9  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  a t t e n d 
t h e  v i r t u a l  G e oA m e r i c a s  2 02 0  c o n f e r e n c e 
h o s t e d  by  I GS  B ra z i l .

The IGSF is pointing to the 
right target – we need an 
organization that is effective 
enough to bring together all 
the actors in the industry in 
an very effective way. If you 
don’t do that the knowledge 
will continue to be too 
concentrated. We want to see 
more people coming in from 
the beginning and the IGSF will 
really help that worldwide.

V i c t o r  P i m e n t e l  
P re s i d e n t  I GS  B ra z i l

The knowledge the 
conference gave me 
was incredible. Without 
the scholarship it would 
have been very hard [to 
attend]. It meant I could 
see the researchers, learn 
more about what they 
are researching about my 
focus area, and about the 
gap in knowledge. It has 
really helped me with my 
PhD studies.

M a t e u s  F l e u r y  
P h D  c a n d i d a te  a t  t h e 
U n i ve r s i t y  of  S ã o  Pa u l o, B ra z i l

I was very excited the 
Foundation helped me 
attend. For students it’s 
really expensive so a lot of 
students would not have 
had the opportunity to be 
there if the Foundation was 
not funding us.

J u l i a n a  Re i n e r t  
P h D  c a n d i d a te , Q u e e n’s 
U n i ve r s i t y  i n  K i n g sto n , 
O n t a r i o, C a n a d a

J u l i a n a  Re i n h e r t  a n d  M a te u s 
F l e u r y  we re  t wo  of  t h e 
st u d e n t s  w h o  re c e i ve d 
s c h o l a r s h i p s . B ot h  a g re e d 
b e i n g  a b l e  to  ex p e r i e n c e 
key n ote  s p e a ke r s  i n  p e r s o n , 
n et wo r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
a n d  i n te r ro g a t i n g  t h e i r 
f i e l d s  of  i n te re st  w i t h  p e e r s 
a n d  a c a d e m i c s , g re a t l y 
b e n ef i te d  t h e i r  p rofe s s i o n a l 
d eve l o p m e n t .
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Our People

B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  2 02 0 -2 02 1

J a c q u e s  C ô t é 
C h a i r m a n

B oyd  Ra m s ey 
S e c ret a r y/ T re a s u re r

D r. J o r g e  Zo r n b e r g D r. F u m i o  Ta t s u o k a I a n  F ra s e r

Af t e r  s e r v i n g  i t s  f i r s t  a n n u a l  t e r m  i n  2 0 1 9 -2 02 0, t h e  b o a r d 
wa s  a g a i n  s e l e c t e d  by  t h e  I GS  C o u n c i l  t o  s e r ve  a  s e c o n d 
t e r m  a n d  w i l l  r e m a i n  i n  p l a c e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  2 02 1 .
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Our Vision For 2021 And Beyond
We  d r e a m  b i g . We  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b u i l d  o n  t h e 
s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 1 9  a n d  2 02 0 
w i t h  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n s  i n  2 02 1  t o  i n c l u d e :

Securing at least 

$500,000   
in donations

Developing 
education initiatives 
and opportunities

Continue and 
strengthen the 
Educate the Educators 
program – adaptation 
to the Covid-19 era

Supporting the IGS 
as the Sustainability 
Committee begins a 
publicity campaign 
on the vast benefits 
of geosynthetics in 
building sustainable 
infrastructure

Preparing a digital version 
of the core of the Educate 
the Educators program – the 
50-minute undergraduate 
lecture on geosynthetics

We  a r e  o f f  t o  a  p r o m i s i n g  s t a r t . W i t h  yo u r  h e l p  we  c a n  a c h i eve  a m a z i n g  o u t c o m e s  f o r  o u r  i n d u s t r y.



Join Us!
G i v i n g  i s  e a sy. S i m p l y  c o n ta c t  
I G S  Fo u n d a t i o n  S e c r e ta r y  
B oyd  Ra m s ey  a t 

B oyd @T h e I G S Fo u n d a t i o n . c o m . 

B oyd  w i l l  a l s o  b e  h a p py  t o  h e l p 
w i t h  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a n d  q u e s t i o n s .

Ke e p  u p d a t e d  w i t h  o u r  n ews  a n d 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s  by  v i s i t i n g  t h e  I G S 
Fo u n d a t i o n  we b s i t e 

w w w.T h e I G S Fo u n d a t i o n . c o m

 
 
 
We  l o o k  f o r wa r d  t o  
h e a r i n g  f r o m  yo u !

T h e  I GS  Fo u n d a t i o n  i s  a  5 0 1 ( c )  3  t ax  exe m pt 
c h a r i t a b l e  c o r p o ra t i o n , i n c o r p o ra te d 
w i t h i n  t h e  S t a te  of  F l o r i d a  o n  J u n e  1 9, 2 0 1 9, 
w i t h  d o c u m e n t  n u m b e r  N 1 9 0 0 0 0 0 6 2 2 9. 
T h e  Fo u n d a t i o n’s  Fe d e ra l  Tax / E m p l oye r 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  N u m b e r  i s  8 4-2 1 75 3 4 0. T h e 
m a i l i n g  a d d re s s  i s  92 2 5  B e e  C a ve s  Rd , 
B u i l d i n g  B , S u i te  2 0 6 , A u st i n , Texa s , U S A , 7 8 7 3 3 .  

mailto:Boyd%40TheIGSFoundation.com?subject=
https://theigsfoundation.com

